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Upgrade windows 10 free

Free Windows 7 comes! Well, maybe. Rest a while, the next iteration of Windows is on its way, but when and how? The latest rumor that makes the rounds in the blogosphere is that Microsoft will provide Vista users with a free upgrade to Windows 7 when it becomes available. Full availability of Windows 7 is still a mystery, but Microsoft
is also staying mum on the subject of a free upgrade. Microsoft often explores options with our partners to determine product offerings, a spokesperson said. We are not announcing anything new at this time. The idea is not a completely foreign concept at Microsoft, however. A document Microsoft provided to PCMag earlier this month
includes a list of questions and answers for the Press related to Windows 7. One of those questions does, How about rumors that customers who buy Windows Vista after a certain date can get a free copy of Windows 7. Is that true? Will there be certain SKUs qualifying?. Obviously, it's an idea that's being ejected in Redmond.Adding fuel
to the fire is a post from TechARP, a Malaysian blog. The site posted what looks like a deployment timeline for Vista users who want to upgrade to Windows 7. According to the document, users who buy Vista machines between July 1, 2009 and January 31, 2010 will be eligible for the free upgrade of Windows 7. Windows 7 has served as
an operating system for PC users, but as Microsoft is no longer supporting this version of the operating system. While Microsoft is offering companies the opportunity to buy extended support through 2023, it is cheaper and easier to upgrade from Windows 7 to Windows 10. As of January 2020, Microsoft is no longer supporting Windows
7. We recommend that you upgrade to Windows 10, according to the instructions below, to continue receiving security updates and support. If your computer is relatively new, you're likely to upgrade to Windows 10 with little difficulty. However, if your PC was made around the time Windows 7 was first deployed, it may not meet the
technical requirements. Microsoft has published the minimum system requirements required to ensure that your computer can run Windows 10. Meeting the requirements only means that Windows 10 will run on your system, not necessarily work well. If you still have a product key for Windows 7, 8 or 8.1, you can upgrade to Windows 10
for free. All you need to do is download the Windows Media Creation Tool to get started. Download the Windows Media Creation Tool from Microsoft and select Run. You must be logged on as an administrator to do so. On the License Terms page, select Accept. Select Upgrade this PC now, then select Next. The tool will walk you
through the windows 10. All versions of Windows 10 are available for download except for enterprise edition. Select the 32-bit or 64-bit version depending on the system. Before installing, review the software options and the files or programs you want to keep. Choose between transferring personal data and apps, apps, files only, or
nothing during the upgrade. Save and close any open applications and files you are running. When you're ready, select Install. Do not patch your computer while installing Windows 10; your computer restarts multiple times. Once Windows 10 has just installed, enter your Windows 7, 8 or 8.1 Product Key when prompted. If you don't
happen to have a Product Key of Windows 7, 8 or 8.1, you can always buy Windows 10 directly from Microsoft. The basic version of Windows 10 costs $139, Windows 10 Pro starts at $199.99, and Windows 10 Pro for Workstations costs $309. Most PC users will only need Windows 10 Basic or Pro for their devices. If all your PC needs
an update, you know that all new Microsoft PCs come with Windows 10 as a standard operating system. For between $150 and $500, you can get a new Windows 10 computer included at no extra cost. Upgrading your operating system is always full of problems and anxiety, and very often with disaster. But by taking the right precautions,
collecting the necessary materials, and hoping for the best while preparing for the worst, you can upgrade your PC without losing functionality or gain grey hairs. I'm here to tell you how to do it. The free Upgrade Advisor utility checks the hardware and software of your PC to make sure it will still work with Windows 7.Since is reading this, I
will assume you have already made the decision to upgrade, have checked to make sure your hardware is compatible, and have purchased your upgrade. If you haven't already checked your hardware, download and run the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor (as a general rule, if you're running Vista, you probably already have Windows
hardware 7 capable). Have another early decision making: Do you want to upgrade your current Windows installation or go to a clean, fresh install? Updating is certainly easier: your apps, settings, and data travel with you, and there's little you need to do after the installation is complete. After a clean or fresh custom installation or
(Microsoft word), you need to configure users and the network, reinstall the drivers and programs, and put the data back into place. A custom installation is cleaner than an update. Windows accumulates garbage as you use it, and washing it from time to time makes sense. So does starting a new version of the operating system with a
clean whiteboard. If you are currently using XP, the choice has been made for you. Custom installation is the only option. These instructions are for both types of facilities. I'll let you know when the instructions are only for one group or the other. For more information on PCW coverage Windows 7, read our in-depth review of 7, and read
how we tested Windows 7. And for ongoing information about Windows 7, sign up for the PC World newsletter and tips. Page 2 You have a few tasks to do before inserting that Windows 7 DVD. First, consider the driver's problem. If you're upgrading from Vista, you probably don't have any driver problems. If you are in XP, it almost
certainly will. Make sure you can get Windows 7 or Vista drivers for display, audio, and networking adapters. If you use a wireless keyboard or mouse, you'll need to check drivers for those, too. If you're not sure what they are, check Device Manager: In XP, select Start, right-click My Computer, select properties, click the Hardware tab,
and then click the Device Manager button. In Vista, click Start, type device manager, and press Enter. You will also want to check for printers and scanners. Once you know the devices, how do you find the drivers? Check out the Windows 7 Compatibility Center At press time, that site was still coming soon, but the Vista equivalent is a
good replacement until you're ready, especially for XP-to-Win7 updaters. You can also check the websites of the device manufacturer. Speaking of hardware and visiting manufacturers' websites, now would be a good time to update your firmware, especially if you're not in the habit of doing this on a regular basis. Go to the system
manufacturer site for system firmware updates. See Firmware and You: A Comprehensive Guide to Updating Your Hardware for details. No matter how good your precautions, operating system updates can go horribly wrong. Some important program or device will not work in the new environment. Windows 7 won't boot. Maybe you just
don't like the new interface. Whatever the reason, you need a way back to where you were before. Backing up your hard disk image offers an easy and reliable way to do this by restoring everything to your hard drive: Windows, apps, data, and even the Boot Master Registry. To create one, you will need an external hard disk and an
image backup program. I recommend the free version of Macrium Reflect for image backup, although others will do. Connect the external hard drive before creating the image and select this drive as the backup destination. Also, be sure to create the boot rescue CD (this option is on the Macrium Reflect Other Tasks menu) before starting
the upgrade. An image backup of a really large hard drive can take hours. Run the backup overnight, with plans to upgrade the next morning. Good morning. If you're doing a simple upgrade, you're done with preparation work and you can skip to the Run section the Update below. But if you're planning a clean (custom alias) install, you
have more preparation to do. You must gather installable versions of all programs on your hard disk that you want to keep. If you purchased a program as a physical package, you will need the disk. If you downloaded the you will need to find the installation file or download the latest version (really your best option). I suggest you make a
stack of physical programs, and put the downloaded files in a folder in My Documents.You will also need the license or product ID numbers that prove you bought the program. If you purchased the program as a physical package, this number is probably probably the disk sleeve or elsewhere in the box. If you bought and downloaded the
program online, it's probably in an email that I hopefully didn't delete. Can't find all the keys to the software product? Key product explorer can hunt for you. What happens if you can't find the license? Open the program and select Help &gt; About. There is a good chance that your license or product ID will be displayed there. Jot down and
triple check it for accuracy. Or contact your vendor and see if they have it. A utility called Product Key Explorer 2.2.1 could also help, although in my experience not always. The free, demo version can't print or save what you find, so you'll need to type the numbers down by hand (make sure you double check them) or pay the $30
registration fee. Are you ready? Now it's time to take a deep breath, bite your lip, and take this step forward in the next generation of Windows computing. You can choose between upgrading the existing installation or deleting it and performing a clean installation of Windows 7.There are two ways to start the installation: You can boot from
the upgrade DVD of Windows 7, or you can insert the DVD while you are in the current version of Windows and start from there. If you are doing an upgrade installation, you will need to start from within Windows. For a clean installation, either way it's fine. Exactly which pages the setup wizard displays, and in what order, it depends on
how you started the installation, what's already on your computer, and what options you do. But here are some of the main options you'll see along the way: From the beginning, you'll have the option to search for compatibility online or install. That first option only takes you to the website for the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor. You should
have executed it by now. Click install Now and continue with it. After accepting the 5545-word End User License Agreement (no, I haven't read it either, but as someone who has paid for the word, I'm envious), you have to make the big decision: an update or a custom (alias: clean) install. I've explained the reasons for choosing one or the
other previously. You may be prompted to choose a partition. Unless you're planning on a multiboot system, choose the one with your current version of Windows. If you are doing an upgrade installation, you will receive a compatibility report. It will warn you about certain issues (for example, if you use Windows Mail, it will inform you that
the program is no longer included). It can also tell you to cancel the update and uninstall a particular and problematic program or driver. It's best to do what he says. If you do a clean install, a warning box will tell you that you are about to lose the existing version of Windows. You are not; has that image backup. The warning also will
reassure you that you will not lose your files. They will be moved to a new folder called C:/Windows.old. I'm glad they are. While Windows 7 goes about the business of installing all its various files, you can walk and find ways to kill time. When the Windows Installation box pops up with your automated task list (Copying Windows files,
Expanding Windows files, and so on), get up, run, read a book, or take a nap. It could easily be an hour.maybe more before you're needed. The wizard will finally come back, this time running in Windows 7 on your hard drive. The new set of questions will be quite self-explanatory, but a couple is worth noting: You don't have to get into the
product key when asked, although you'll need to get in over time. If you click Next with the blank field, and then click No, the installation will continue. You can always enter the Key and activate Windows once it is running and you are sure you like it. One page, titled Help protect your computer and improve windows automatically, offers
options for how Windows will be updated. I recommend the central option, Install important updates only. When the wizard is done, your PC will reboot (not for the first time on this install, but for the last one), and it will bring you up in a full, interactive version of Windows 7.Congratulations. You have installed Windows 7. If you did an
upgrade install, it's almost done. But if you did a clean install, you still have a way to go. Page 3 With Windows 7 up, lean back and admire the new look. It's actually quite beautiful. Unless, of course, the resolution is too low and all objects on screen too large. If this is the case, right-click the desktop and select Screen Resolution to fix the
problem. You may need to do this again after reinstalling the video drivers, but you may not and may be easy enough to do twice. Check the bottom right corner (where the system tray was) to get a flag icon. If you see it, click it to get a problem report. It will probably just tell you that you need antivirus software (you know that) and that
Windows Defender has not yet scanned your computer. But I could give you some real and useful advice. With that taken care of, it's time to deal with your drivers. If you did an upgrade install from Vista (the only version you can do that from), you'll probably just check Device Manager and discover that everything is fine. If you did a clean
upgrade from Vista, any problem you encounter should be easy to fix. But if you started with XP, expect some important challenges. Use Windows 7 Device Manager to check that all drivers on your device load correctly. However, you have updated, select Start, type device manager, and then press Enter. Please do as follows for any
item accompanied by a yellow exclamation point: Double-click the item, and then click the Updates the driver button. Select Auto Search for updated driver software and wait for the results. Hopefully, that will fix the problem. If you don't, i did a clean install from Vista, click the Update Driver button again. This time, click Browse Computer
for driver software. For the path, enter C:\Windows.old\Windows, make sure Include subfolders is checked, and then click Next. Most likely this Because, along with your data, Setup has moved all Windows files to C:\Windows.old, including all, or at least most, of the old drivers. But setup doesn't know enough to look for drivers where I
put them. This won't work if you improved from XP, even though the old drivers are still on C:\Windows.old subfolders. Windows XP drivers are not compatible with Vista.So can you do about drivers if you improved from XP? Before you go any further, install and update your security-antivirus software, firewalls, and so on. You are about to
do some heavy web surfing, and you need protection. Then go back to the Windows 7 Upgrade Advisor and search for the device there. If that doesn't help, look for the device name and Windows 7 driver. Or even the device name and Vista driver. If you did an upgrade install, you're pretty much done, although you'd have to jump down to
End Taps below for extra advice. But if you did a clean install, you still have work to do. And your first job is to reinstall all your programs. I told you to pick them up before the update; now is the time to delve into this pile. The downloaded files, which I told you to store in a subfolder of My Documents, is now in a subfolder or
C:\Windows.old\Documents and Settings\logon\My Documents.Start with your security software, if you haven't already installed it. Do the others in any order. Make sure you have the useful licenses and product IDs. And as soon as a program is installed, check for updates. Add new users to your computer by creating separate accounts
for them in the User Accounts control panel. You've created a login for yourself near the end of the installation, but if other people use your computer and have had their own logins in the past, you need to recreate them. If you can't remember all the usernames, use the folders inside c:\windows.old\users (c:\windows.old\documents and
settings if you improved from XP) as a reference. To create user sign-ins, select Start, Control Panel, and then click Add or Remove User Accounts. You don't have to create a public or shared account. It's already there. You are now ready to restore your data. Fortunately, thanks to the aforementioned C:\Windows.old folder, this is
actually pretty easy. Select Start, type C:\users, and press ENTER. If you do not already have the folder c:\windows.old\users (or c:\windows.old\documents and settings) open it now. At this point, you have two Explorer windows open. The old.windows, which I'll refer to as the source, contain your data. The C:\users window, which I will
name the goal, is where their data should end up. Please do as follows for each folder named for a person using Your PC: Open the respective folders in each Explorer window (so that the source window is open in C:\Windows.old\Users\yourname and destination in C:\Users\yourname). Make sure the hidden folders are actually hidden. If
you see an AppData folder at the destination, select Organize, Folder, and Search Click the View tab. Drag all folders, but not individual files, from source to destination. You will have a lot of questions as the files move. When Windows tells you that you need administrator permission, make sure this for all current items is checked, and
then click Continue. If you are told that Destination already contains a folder named..., check Do for all current items and click Yes. And if you are told that a file with the same name already exists, check Do for upcoming conflicts and click Move and Replace. Windows XP saves pictures, music, and videos inside folders within My
Documents, while Vista and 7 store them separately. I would expect it to cause problems, but Windows 7 is smart enough to put everything in the right place. When you're done with user folders, repeat those steps once again for public folders. If you improved from XP, your source will not have a Public folder, but you will have a shared
folder, and you should move the folders from there to Target Public folder. At this point, Windows is ready to use it. But keep the Windows.old folder for about a few months. There may still be something important inside, especially in the hidden applications or applications data folder. If you didn't enter your product ID and activate
Windows 7 during installation, now would be the time to do so. Select Start, type activate, and press Enter. Click Activate Windows Online now and follow the directions. At this point, all ex-Vista users should check out 3 Key Settings for Windows 7 for suggestions when retrieving some features of Vista that might actually be lost. One last
suggestion: Once Windows 7 is configured the way you like it, create another image backup, and keep this one as long as you have the PC. This way, if you ever need to reinstall Windows, you can simply restore the image and skip a few steps. For more information on pcw coverage Windows 7, read our in-depth review of Windows 7,
and read how we tested Windows 7. For ongoing information about Windows 7, sign up for the PC World newsletter and tips. And for full advice, simple and tips that can help you get the most out of the new operating system, PC World's Windows 7 Superguide command, on CD-ROM or in a convenient, downloadable PDF file. Note:
When you buy something after clicking the links in our articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate links policy for more details. Details.
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